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Community-driven conversations matter

ommunication is becoming more and more

critical. As fear and worry escalate for most

of us on both sides of the aisle, I want you to
know that there is comfort and support oul there,
and its basis is communication. | encourage all of
you to start talking with your neighbors and your
community at large. Share your concerns, be-
come educated on the issues and come together
to make a difference.

I recently attended a town hall gathering in
Blasdell and was moved and motivated by what
[ learned. Although our congressional represen-
tative, Nick Langworthy, was invited to attend,
he refused and falsely accused the attendees of
being foreign actors paid by dark money. I can
assure you that the people there were like you
and me. They were teachers and nurses, factory
workers and retired workers, veterans and feder-
al workers. There were citizens who voted in the
belief that we would have representation in our

government, and yet our representative refused to

show up.

We're living in a time when commu-
nication has been replaced by an echo
chamber where media sound bites and
social media influence how we feel
about our neighbors. When I ran for
Clarence town board, I recall being
told on multiple occasions that [ “hate
America” because of my party affilia-
tion. I love America. It's the country my

maother’s family immigrated to in order

to build a better future. It's the country
my father served in the Army Nation-
al Guard, the country that raised my
nine siblings on a single union salary.
But without having a conversation, it’s
easy to make judgments based on whal
you've been told to believe,

I am encouraging you to find ways to

gether and have conversations with your neigh-
bors and community. Here are a few ways yvou can
gel started: Attend our monthly Demo-
cralic committee meetings at 7:30 p.n.
on the first Wednesday of every month
at the legion hall on Goodrich Road.
Join us on the third Wednesday of ev-
ery month at 6 p.m. for a social gather-
ing at Shalooby Loofer in the Hollow.
And please attend the next nonparti-
san cominunity town hall meeting that
will be held on Thursday, April 24, al
the Elks Lodge in Lancaster. It is your
opportunity to make your voice heard,
share your personal experience and get
some help navigating what appear to be
choppy walers ahead.

You have an opportunity to create the
change you want by joining the collective conver-
sation. Take it.
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